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the fetes and excursions periodically arranged during the
summer months by the labour and political organisations; but
while relaxation and conviviality are the objects primarily
pursued, it is customary to combine with pleasure a certain
amount of propagandist work, in so far as this can be done
without openly transgressing the restrictive laws of public
meeting and drawing upon the festive comrades the attentions
of the police.
The fact that the German workman is not addicted to the
racecourse protects him from one strong temptation to gamble,
yet there is another way open to him of seeking luck adventi-
tiously, and that is by the public lottery. Labour leaders,
jealous for the reputation of their class, sometimes tell one that
the " enlightened working classes " are superior to the seduc-
tions of the lottery, and ceased to "play" (spielen) long ago,
when trade organisations came into vogue. Inquiry of the
lottery agent does not support that complimentary statement.
The lottery agent will reply that a large part of his customers are
working men or their wives; that in the case of cheap drawings,
for which the tickets cost a shilling or two shillings, 90 per
cent, of the sales are to working people. Moreover, it is said
that the women are more addicted to " playing " than the men,
and that children of ten exchange shillings for tickets which
they confidently expect will bring them the " great prize/5 In
the case of the expensive State lotteries it is common for several
workmen to buy a ticket between them and share in the prize if
fortune favours them. It is significant that in the working-
class districts of the towns small cigar dealers commonly act as
lottery agents, also that the results of the State lottery draw-
ings are regularly published in the Socialist newspapers most
read by the working classes. In the winter months the oppor-
tunities of relaxation are more limited, for the German work-
ing classes have no outdoor games, and the choice is virtually
confined to the restaurant, with beer and billiards, and the
theatre.
Speaking of the efficiency of Germany's workers in the speech
to which, reference has already been made, Count Posadowsky
said: "This efficiency must inevitably have suffered had we
not secured to our working classes, by the social legislation of
recent years, a tolerable standard of life, and had we not, as